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REMARKS / ARGUMENTS 

Status of Claims 

Claims 1-4 and 6-9 are pending in the application and stand rejected. Applicant 
has canceled Claims 3 and 4, and has amended Claims 1 and 6, leaving Claims 1-2 and 6- 
9 for consideration upon entry of the present Amendment. 

Applicant thanks the Examiner for reconsidering and withdrawing the objections 
to the specification and claims, and for reconsidering and withdrawing the rejections 
under 35 U.S.C. §112, first paragraph. 

Applicant respectfully submits that the rejections under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) have 
been traversed, that no new matter has been entered, and that the application is in 
condition for allowance. 

These amendments and accompanying remarks were not presented earlier because 
Applicant did not fully appreciate the nature of the Examiner's position until the 
Applicant was advised in more detail of the position by the final rejection. The claim 
amendments presented herein, which Applicant respectfully requests entry thereof, should 
require only a cursory review by the Examiner and should not require further 
consideration or search. 

Rejections Under 35 U.S.C. 5103(a) 

Claims 1, 3, 6, 8 and 9 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Siczek et aL (U.S. Patent No. 5,526,394, hereinafter Siczek) in view of 
Osaki et aL (U.S. Patent No. 5,163,099, hereinafter Osaki) and further in view of Press et 
aL (NPL document, see PTO-892, hereinafter Press). 

Regarding independent Claims I and 6, the Examiner acknowledges that Siczek 
does not expressly disclose the determining of N autocorrelations of the vector of 
luminous intensity values, performing the Fourier transform on the autocorrelation vector 
to obtain the energy frequency spectrum and comparing the energy value at the graduated 



5 

PAGE 617 1 RCVD AT 8/1/2005 3:42:59 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] k SVR:USPTO{FXRF-6/25 1 DNIS:27383D0 * CSD:86028601 15 ' 01RATI0N (mnvss): 03-1 2 



OS/Ol/OS 14;43 08802800X13 



CAWTOR COLBI.TRN I- 



A|ipln. No. 10/034.TO2 

Docket No. I4X200124/OEM-0203 



marks with et threshold -value, and looks to Osaki on<5 Press to cure those deficiencies. 
Paper KTo. 04252005. pages -4— <5. 

Claims 2, and V stand rejected under 35 TJT.S.C §103(a) as being unpatentable 
over- S"iea=elc in -view of Osmki and ftrrthcT in view ofPress as applied to Claim 1 above, 
and fuxtber in view ofBaxes (NPL document, see T*T<3-8^2, hereinafter Baxes). 

Applicant traverses these rejections for the fo 1 1 owin g reasons. 

Applicant respoctftilly submits that the ohviousneia rejection based or* the 
References is Improper as the References fall to teach or suggest each and every element 
of the ins tant invention- Iror an obviousness rejection to bo proper, the Examiner must 
meet the burden of establishing a p rim a facie case of obviousness. J'rt J^ir***, S 
l_r.S.P.C2-2d 1 596, 1 598 (Fed. Cir. 1988). The Examiner must meet the burden of 
establishing that all elements of the invention are taught or suggested in the prior art. 
MPEP §2143.03. 

"F^fTPT^iTlff Independent Claim 1 

Applicant has canceled Claim 3 and has amended Claim 1 to include all the 
limitations of Claim 3 and more, such that Claim 1 now recites, inter alia, 

"A method of automatic detection of a graduated compression paddle used for 
breast a nalysis in digital mammography the method comprising. . . 

detecting the paddl e: and 

^nnmh jguoualv diatin gui shinig a densest area of the breast n-nrn nn nfCft 0" f "' r b,e 
BfldaiS ^rT^T^^^a- the gradu?^ maa-lca- thereby enabling automatic exposure adiuHtmcnt 
based on a most ^lnrirjulnr area of the breast: 

wherein the acquisition ofthe Image ia carrie d out. <n an antomattc mpde. An which 
an adj tiirtment «7»f the BmOfiUIB n^rameters is determined from a table of automatic 
.r^^rnj^^i^n of parameters <AOP^.~ 

Wo new matter has been added as antecedent support may be found in the 
specification as originally filed, such as at Paragraphs [0005], [0020] and [0031] for 
example. Dependent claims inherit all ofthe limitations of the parent claim. 
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Regarding the limitations of Claim 3. which are no-w included in Claim 1 . the 
Examiner alleges that Siczck teaches the elements ofthe claimed invention. Paper No. 
042520S, page 65. The Examiner has not applied Osaki. Press and Saxes in alleging 
obviousness of Claim 3 . Applicant agrees with this position, and also submits that Osaki. 
Press and Baxes do not: cure the deficiencies of Siczck in view of the instant amendment. 

In addition to the limitation of Claim 3, Applicant also includes the limitation of 
UMamA^uous/>> €ZJs*irt&r* is** tasr <te«*«r ar-*za of t> reexst yir^m arm ar-aa a_f /*« aaa'dla 
car* tain £rw tf**r ^r-txtfi* at*rtl metres, tfw«?r*-t>y cr*al>ttr*& a z* ttrmatic: tsxjpasm*r& adjustment 
bastrtM art a mast xtanttalar ar*ra o/*rA« frr^tOSt. submits that Siczek is absent any 
disclosure, teaching or suggestion of this limitation, and further submits that Osaki, Press 
and Baxes fail to cure this deficiency. 

In Paperl>ra. 04252005. page 3. the Examiner remarks that compression paddles 
are inherently graduated. .However, Applicant aubmits that the claimed invention is not 
directed merely to graduated compression paddles, but to a method and apparatus for 
detecting the graduated marks so as to arxarrt&tazraxmly rf/yrin^H/sA a £f<?rt strut ar&a of tfwt? 
ttr-trast J°*~am arm artza aft***? jpaaUZIt? ca rw taJrt lr*& tf*a &r-a*fua*a*i mar Acs, tf* cxrttlry *snat*Hr*& 
aatamaxtc ^Xjrasttr^T at*ft* Stm <rw/ fwas-^a* arm a mast ^lantftttar ar*sa a_f /A« £>r*zast, which ia 
not disclosed, taught or suggested by the cited prior art. 

This amendment should require only a cursory review by the Examiner as the 
Examiner has already considered that the claims are interpreted in light of the 
specification (Paper ISFo. 04252005, page 4-). and as such should not require further 
consideration or search. 

Regarding Inc«epcndent dftim f? 

Applicant has amended Claim o" to now recite, inter alia, 

—A device for automatic detection of a graduated compression paddle UBCd for 
preast analysis in digital m ammo ^raphy, the devjee comprising. . . 

means for detection capable of deducing the presence of the paddle from the result 
ofthe compariso n. ynnmbitmouaiv disting»iphiT>y n c1cTri!Sc«t area of the bream from aa 
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